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for Women incorporated with it. He was a few years 
ago president of the Society of Chemical Industry", and 
is a vice-president of the Chemical Society. The 
Regius chair, resigned by. the late Prof. John Fer¬ 
guson in 1915, has since then remained vacant owing 
to the war. 

The following appointments to new chairs have 
been made by the University Court :—Gardiner 
Chair of Bacteriology: Dr. C. H. Browning, 
director of the Bland-Sutton Institute of Pathology 
at the Middlesex Hospital, and professor of bacterio¬ 
logy in the University of London. Gardiner Chair of 
Organic Chemistry: Dr. T. S. Patterson. Waltonian 
lecturer, and lecturer in organic chemistry in the 
University of Glasgow. Gardiner Chair of Physio¬ 
logical Chemistry: Dr. E. P. Cathcart, professor of 
physiology, London Hospital Medical School. These 
three important new chairs owe their foundation to 
the munificent endowment of Mr. William Guthrie 
Gardiner and Mr. Frederick Crombie Gardiner, ship¬ 
owners, Glasgow. The sum of 2o,oool. was provided 
for each chair—60,000 1 . in all. The benefaction con¬ 
tributes greatly to the equipment of the University 
for dealing with important scientific studies. The 
subjects of the chairs are among those in which some 
of the most remarkable modern developments have 
taken place. It is provided that the professor of bac¬ 
teriology shall apply himself to the promotion of 
instruction and research in relation to bacteriology 
as bearing on disease, and that the holders of the 
other chairs shall apply themselves to the promotion 
of instruction and research in their different subjects. 

London.— Sir William H. Beveridge has been 
appointed Director of the London School of 
Economics. 

Mr. T. L. Wren has been appointed to the Univer¬ 
sity readership in geometry tenable at University 
College. In the session 1913-14 Mr. Wren was 
assistant lecturer in mathematics at Bedford College, 
and was then for two years lecturer at St. John’s 
College, Cambridge. 

A scheme was approved for the establishment at 
University College of a school of librarianship from 
funds provided by the generosity of the Carnegie 
trustees. The school will be administered by a com¬ 
mittee consisting of representatives of University Col¬ 
lege and of the Library Association. Dr. E. A. Baker 
has been appointed director. 

Lloyd’s Register of Shipping has presented 10,000 1 . 
to the fund which is being raised to establish a degree 
in commerce at the University. The trustees of Sir 
Ernest Cassel have promised 130,000!. if a similar sum 
is subscribed before October. It is estimated that a 
sum of 500,00oJ. will be required to make suitable 
provision for the subject in the University. 

The title of emeritus professor has been conferred 
upon the following :—Prof. Sir George Thane, who 
has resigned the chair of anatomy at University Col¬ 
lege, which he has held since 1877 (with the title of 
University professor since 1907); Prof. F, M. Simp¬ 
son,, who has resigned the chair of architecture at 
University College, which he has held since 1903 (with 
the title of University professor since 1907); and 
Prof. A. K. Huntington, who 1 has resigned the chair 
of metallurgy at King’s College, which he has held 
since 1879 (with the title of University professor since 
1912). 

The Senate has resolved to institute a University 
chair of botany tenable at Bedford College. 

The following doctorates have been conferred bv 
the Senate:— D.Sc. in Biochemistry: Mr. S. S. Zilva, 
an internal student, of the Lister Institute of Pre¬ 
ventive Medicine, for a thesis entitled “ The Influence 
of Deficient Nutrition on the Production of Agglu- 

NO. 2596, VOL. IO3] 


tinins, Complement and Amboceptor.” D.Sc. in 
Physiology: Mr. E. W. H. Cruickshank, an internal 
student, of University College, for a thesis entitled 
(1) “The Production and Utilisation of Glycogen in 
Normal and Diabetic Animals,” and (2) “ The Digestion 
and Absorption of Protein and Fat in Normal and 
Depancreatised Animals.” D.Sc. ( Economics): Mr. 
E. W. Shanahan, an internal student, of the London 
School of Economics, for a thesis entitled “ The Pro¬ 
duction and the Consumption of Animal Foodstuffs, 
with Special Reference to the British Empire.” D.Sc. 
in Botany: Mr. James Small, an external student, 
for a thesis entitled “The Origin and Development of 
the Compositae, ” together with subsidiary contribu¬ 
tions. 


Lt.-Col. Sir Theodore Morison has been ap¬ 
pointed Principal of Armstrong College, Newcastle- 
upon-Tyne, in succession to Sir Henry Hadow. 

Prof. W. M. Gardner, head of the chemistry and 
dveing department of Bradford Technical College since 
1893, and principal of the college since 1906, is retiring 
on account of ill-health. 

The trustees of the Beit Fellowships for Scientific 
Research, which were founded and endowed in 1913 
by Mr. Otto Beit in order to promote the advance¬ 
ment of science by means of research, have recently 
elected Mr. Jonas Arthur Hey to a fellowship. Mr. 
Hey was educated at the Keighley Trade and 
Grammar School, 1907-14, and has been a student at 
the Imperial College of Science and Technology since, 
except for the period of his war service. He will 
carry out his research at the Imperial College. 


SOCIETIES AND ACADEMIES. 

Paris. 

Academy of Sciences, July 7.—M. Leon Guignard in 
the chair.—C. Richet, P. Brodin, and F. Saint-Girons; 

The immunising action of sodium chloride against 
anaphylactic injection. The second injection of 
plasma, which normally causes a violent anaphylactic 
shock, can be rendered also innocuous by dilution with 
nine times its volume of an isotonic (o-8 per cent.) 
solution of common salt. The sodium chloride cannot 
be replaced by glycose. The plasma injected was from 
the horse, and dogs were used in the experiments, but 
the authors regard the immunising action of the salt 
as general, and not limited to these special cases.— 
A. Blondel : Some properties of the bipolar diagram 
of synchronised alternators on a network at constant 
potential.—V. Grignard and Ed. Urbain : The pre¬ 
paration of phosgene by means of carbon tetrachloride 
and oleum or ordinary sulphuric acid. The best vield 
of phosgene in this reaction is obtained with oleum 
containing 45 per cent, of SO a , and SO.HCl is left as 
the residual product. If the presence of some HC 1 in 
the phosgene is without objection, ordinary sulphuric 
acid may with advantage be substituted for the oleum, 
using infusorial earth as catalyst.—M. Emanuele 
Paterno was elected a correspondant for the section 
of chemistry in succession to M. G. Charpv. elected 
member of the division of the aoplications of science 
to industry.—V. Karpen ; The cause of the adherence 
of the concrete to the iron in armoured concrete con¬ 
structions.—MM. Aiiclair and Bover-Guillon : An 
accelerograph.—T. Ubach : Observations of the an¬ 
nular eclipse of December -j, 101S. made at Buenos 
Aires.—F. Dienert and F. Wandenbtilcke : The action 
of sodium thiosulphate upon hypochlorites. When a 
potable water has been treated with hypochlorite, it is 
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necessary to know the exact amount of sodium thio¬ 
sulphate to be added to destroy the free chlorine. The 
course of the reaction is variable, depending on the 
presence or absence of free carbon dioxide in the 
water, and a direct laboratory experiment must be 
made in each case.—M. Lespieau : Cryoscopv in acety¬ 
lene tetrabromide. This substance, when pure, melts 
at +0-13° C., and has a high cryoscopic constant, 217. 
—M. Picon : The preparation of some true substituted 
acetylenes bv means of the monosodium derivative of 
acetylene. A description of the preparation of heptine, 
decine, and octodecine.—CL. Manguin and L. J. Simon : 
The action of concentrated sulphuric acid upon carbon 
tetrachloride.— S. I’osternak : The constitution of the 
reserve phospho-organic principle of green plants.— 
A. Krempf • A primitive and essential stage, so far 
unrecognised, in the development of the Anthozoa,-— 
A. Rochon-Duvigneaud ; The double retinal fovea in 
birds of prey flying by day. 

Victoria. 

Royal Society, May 8.—Mr. J. A, Kershaw, presi¬ 
dent, in the chair.—R. H. Walcott : Origin of the 
volcanic tuff of Pejark Marsh, Victoria. The follow¬ 
ing results, giving further evidence of the formation 
in situ of the bedded volcanic tuffs, were obtained 
during excavations at this locality to find further 
data as to man’s antiquity in Victoria. This evidence 
consists of the continuous thinning out of the beds 
away from the probable 'points of eruption, the cross- 
bedding present, and the gas cavities in the upper 
part not due to decomposition of vegetable remains; 
also in its being precisely like other tuffs which were 
undoubtedly formed in the same way both in physical 
and in mineralogical aspects.—F. Chapman : New or 
little-known Victorian fossils in the National Museum. 
Part xxiv. : A fossil tortoise in ironstone from Cara- 
pook, near Casterton. This is a replacement of the 
greater part of the body cavity of a tortoise, in which 
the vertebral column is well-marked. The sutures 
of the costal plates and the impression of the bones 
of the pelvic girdle are visible. The ventral surface 
shows the impress of the bones of the plastron. This 
cast is referred to Emydura, and with some reserve 
to the species E. macquajriae, the Murray mud- 
tortoise. Pleistocene fossils of this species from Aus¬ 
tralia already exist in the British Museum (Natural 
History), London, as single bones. A curious point in 
physiography is suggested by the present occurrence : 
since the living Murray mud-tortoise is now found 
only in rivers flowing north into the Murray, _ the 
rivers of the Carapook district, which now flow into 
the Glenelg, probably had a northerly trend in the 
Pleistocene. This is also supported by local physio¬ 
graphic evidence. 
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